200    THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
that he had descended direct from heaven and would make
his exit from life in the same extraordinary fashion. In
France, Philippe was introduced to a Russian Duchess. It
was either by the wife of Grand Duke Peter, Militza, the
Montenegrin Princess No. i, or the wife of Prince Leuch-
tenberg, Anastasia, the Montenegrin Princess No. 2; I do
not know which one it was.
(The other day, the Montenegrin Princess No. 2, at the
instigation of the spirits and with their Majesties' permis-
sion, divorced the Prince of Leuchtenberg and married his
cousin, Grand Duke Nicholas.)
This friendship of the two Montenegrin princesses for
Dr. Philippe was of vast importance to Russia, for they
were the most intimate confidantes of the Empress. It is
worth while to trace their entree to the Russian Court, upon
which they exerted such a baleful influence. While very
young they were placed by their father, Prince Nicholas of
Montenegro, in the Smolny Institute, where they attracted
but little attention. They were graduated from the Insti-
tute at the time when Alexander III broke the traditional
bonds which attached Russia to Germany, and when the
union with France was yet in the incipient stage. It was at
that time that Alexander II, at a dinner given in honour of
Prince Nicholas of Montenegro, proposed the famous
toast: "To my only friend, Prince Nicholas of Monte-
negro." This toast was proposed not so much out of love
for Prince Nicholas, as with the intention of informing the
world that the Emperor neither had nor needed any
friends.
On his part, Prince Nicholas of Montenegro did every-
thing in his power to ingratiate himself in the favour of the
Emperor. It was natural that the latter should bestow his
good graces upon this representative of a knightly race,
which of all the Slavic peoples manifested the greatest
attachment to us Russians. Under these circumstances, it